Prohibition notice template

[Insert local authority name] Council
Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975
PROHIBITION NOTICE
Name [insert name of person on whom notice is being served]
Address [insert address at which it is intended to serve the notice]
being:
*the holder of a General Safety Certificate for [insert the name of sports ground] 
*the holder of a Special Safety Certificate for [insert the name of sports ground] 
*the person who appears to the [insert local authority name] Council to be responsible for the management of [insert the name of sports ground] 
*a person who appears to the [insert local authority name] Council to be responsible for organising an activity at [insert the name of sports ground] on [insert date of event covered by a Special Safety Certificate to which the notice applies] 
Notice is hereby given that [insert local authority name] Council are of the opinion that the admission of spectators to *[the (insert name of sports ground) sports ground] *[parts of the (insert name of sports ground) sports ground which are] specified in the Schedule to this notice *[involves] *[will involve] a risk to them so serious that until steps have been taken to reduce it to a reasonable level the admission of spectators to *[the ground] *[that part of the ground] ought to be *[prohibited] *[restricted]. 
The matters which in the Council's opinion *[give] *[will give] rise to that risk are as follows 
	
	
	
The [insert local authority name] Council hereby direct that *[no spectators] *[no more than the number of spectators specified in the schedule which forms part of this notice] shall be admitted to *[that sports ground] *[the parts of that sports ground specified in the schedule] until those matters detailed above have been remedied.
*The [insert local authority name] Council is of the opinion that the risk to spectators *[is] *[will be] imminent, and the *[prohibition] *[restriction] is to take effect immediately.
The *[prohibition] *[restriction] is to take effect after 	, and relates to the admission of spectators *[generally] *[on the occasion(s) specified in the schedule]. 

*The [insert local authority name] Council further direct that the steps specified in the schedule which forms part of this notice will have to be taken to reduce the risk to a reasonable level. 

Signature:  		   Date: 		
Name: 	
Position held in council: 	
[Being a person authorised by (insert local authority name) Council under section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 to issue such a notice.] 
*delete as appropriate 
Schedule
1.* No more than the following numbers of spectators may be admitted to the ground/the parts of the ground specified below*: 
2.* The following steps must be taken to reduce the risk to spectators to a reasonable level: 
3.* The prohibition/restriction* applies to the admission of spectators on the following occasions: 
*delete as appropriate 
NOTES
Offences
Contravention of any prohibition notice or restriction imposed by a prohibition notice is an offence provided by section 12 (1) (e) of the Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975 (the 1975 Act) as amended by the Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987 (the 1987 Act) and renders the offender liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (currently £2,000) or, on conviction on indictment, to an unlimited fine, or imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.
Where any person is charged with an offence under section 12 (1) (e) of the 1975 Act it shall be a defence to prove:
a) 	that the admission of spectators in contravention of the notice was without his consent; and 
b) 	that he took all reasonable precautions and exercised all due diligence to  avoid the commission of such an offence by himself or any other person under his control.

Section 12(7) of the 1975 Act provides that where an offence under that Act which has been committed by a body corporate is proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance of, or to be attributable to any neglect on the part of a director, manager, secretary or other similar officer of the body corporate, or any person who was purporting to act in any such capacity he, as well as the body corporate, shall be guilty of that offence and be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.
Where the affairs of a body corporate are managed by its members, section 12(7) of the 1975 Act shall apply in relation to the Acts, and defaults of a member in connection with his functions of management as if he were a director of the body corporate.
The validity of a prohibition notice served on any person shall not be affected by a failure to serve another person required to be served with such a notice. 
Appeals
Your attention is drawn to the provision for appeal to a magistrates' court against this notice in section 10A of the 1975 Act as inserted by the 1987 Act. 
Regulations made under section 10A(1) of the 1975 Act stipulate that a person on whom a prohibition notice is served may appeal to the court within 21 days after the day on which the notice is served on him. 
Where an appeal is brought under this section against a prohibition notice or an amendment of it, the bringing of the appeal does not have the effect of suspending the operation of the notice.


