¥ Sports Grounds
Safety Authority

Board Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the seventy-sixth meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board,
held on 13" May 2025 at 10 South Colonnade and via video conference

Present

Derek Wilson
Jil Matheson
Jane Sawyers
Martin Esom
Jon Sellins

In attendance

Giles Smith, Chief Executive Officer

Gavin Jenkins, Head of Corporate Services

Andrea Jones, Head of Communications and Stakeholder Engagement (Via video
conference)

Martin Girvan, Deputy Head of Inspectorate (Via video conference)

Dave Balbi, Football Licensing and Data Manager (Via video conference)
Paul McCormack, Head of Regulatory Policy

Steve Stathakis, Head of Special Projects (Via video conference)

Jo Welford, SGSA Inspector (Via video conference)

Aoife Hunt, Observer

Sarah Hannaford, DCMS

James Andrews, Board Apprentice

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest
1.1 Derek welcomed everyone to the meeting.

1.2 There were apologies for absence from Bradley Pritchard. The only declaration of
interest raised was Derek’s ongoing work with Luton FC.

1.3 Derek welcomed Aoife Hunt to observe the Board meeting. In addition, Derek noted
Alex Lacey’s decision to step down from the Board and thanked her for her
contributions since she joined.

2. Admincontrol training
2.1 Kirstin Rhymer from Admincontrol provided Board members with training on how the

product stores board papers. All Board members have been provided with
instructions on how to access the Admincontrol website.

Leading safety, supporting live sport
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Minutes of the seventy-fifth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters
arising and action log SGSA25(21)

The minutes of the previous meeting were amended to more accurately reflect the
discussion on the overall value that the SGSA adds. Pending this amendment the
Board agreed the minutes of the previous meeting. All actions had been completed.
It was agreed that an update on research would be provided at the next meeting.
On Board appointments the Board noted the lengthy process involved and the need
to start the next recruitment process as soon as possible, highlighting to DCMS that
communication with potential applicants must be improved.
ARC Update
Martin Esom gave an update on the Audit and Risk Committee meeting that morning
noting the positive comments from the NAO on their audit of the 2024-25 Annual
Report and Accounts, and overall ‘moderate’ opinion from our internal auditors GIAA.
The GIAA are changing their approach to providing an opinion for small
organisations. In the case of the SGSA it may require a fourth audit to be undertaken
each year.
The ARC noted papers on CEO expenses and CEO remuneration.
Chief Executive’s Report SGSA25(22)
In his report Giles highlighted:

The publication of the new SGSA strategy at the upcoming conference.

Government’s Civil Service and ALB reform programme.

The appointment of a Chair-designate for the Independent Football Regulator.

The continuing uptake of licensed standing.

Our work to look at providing additional support and guidance to women’s football.

Discussions with DCMS, Home Office and the SIA on the SGSA’s role regarding
Martyn’s Law.

Legal advice being sought in respect of our statutory duties where sports grounds
are being used for purposes other than hosting designated football games.

Staff changes including the upcoming retirement of Geoff Galilee.
Head of Inspectorate’s report SGSA25(13)
In the absence of Ken Scott, Martin Girvan provided an update on Match Day

Inspections, Ground Assessments and Local Authority Audits, reporting that there
are no new issues of concern.
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Licensing 2025-26

Dave Balbi provided the Board with an update on the number of licensing
applications (91) received from grounds, and the number of licensing reports (89)
completed by inspectors

Regarding the Everton licence for their new Bramley Moore Dock Stadium we will
wait for the safety certificate to be issued before issuing the SGSA certificate.

Plans are also in place to licence the grounds whose teams are newly promoted to
the EFL. Barnet (automatically promoted) and all the clubs that are still in the
National League play offs all have previous experience of being in the league, and
therefore of the SGSA’s licencing regime.

Annual Report and Accounts SGSA25(24)

Gavin Jenkins and Andrea Jones presented the first draft of the Annual Report and
Accounts to the Board for comments, which were subsequently received by email.

The Board noted the timetable to publishing the document.

Licensed Standing internal review SGSA25(25)

Paul McCormack presented an interim update on the review to the Board.

The review has so far identified some themes to be considered further, whilst
recognising the very successful implementation of licencing standing to date. It was
confirmed that in the event of any material changes to SGSA policies or processes,
clubs would be consulted if appropriate as the review progresses.

2025-26 Business Planning and KPIs SGSA25(26)

Steve Stathakis provided an update on the draft business plan which will be
published after the launch of the strategy.

AOB

There were no other items of business.

Gavin Jenkins

May 2025



