
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the fifty-sixth meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held 
on 17 January 2022 via video conference 

Present 

Derek Wilson 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Jane Sawyers 

Rimla Akhtar 

Philip Kolvin  

In attendance 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Andrea Jones – Head of Communications and Stakeholder Engagement  

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Darren Whitehouse – Head of Strategy and Partnerships 

Charlotte Kenealy – DCMS 

Laura Denison – DCMS 

David Rossington – Independent Lead Reviewer 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1.2 Apologies were received from Martyn Henderson. 

1.3 Jil Matheson declared that she is a trustee of the National Centre for Social 
Research, who are contracted to the SGSA to undertake research work.  Derek 
Wilson declared the work that he is doing for Aston Villa and Luton Town. 

2. Minutes of the fifty-fifth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters arising 

and action log SGSA22(01) 

2.1 The Board agreed the minutes. 

3. Organisational Review SGSA22(02) 

3.1 David Rossington, the independent lead reviewer on the organisational review, 
introduced himself and gave an overview of what the review is about, the potential 
timetable, the current state of play, and planned next steps. 



   
 
 
 

2 

3.2 The review will look at four main areas– form of the organisation, outcome for 
citizens, governance, and finance and risk management.   

3.3 The Board welcomed the review and encouraged David to be bold in his 
recommendations, and not be bound by pre-existing limiting factors.  

4. Chief Executive’s update SGSA22(03) 

4.1 In Martyn Henderson’s absence Ken Scott updated the Board on developments since 
the last Board meeting: 

• The next stages on licensed safe standing, in particular the independent research 

being undertaken by CFE to evaluate the early adopters.   

• The work of the COVID working group. 

• COVID certification, with the associated guidance now unlikely to be published. 

• The SGSA conference being held at the Etihad stadium in May.  

• The position on Wembley following the publication of the Casey review.   

• SGSA funded research on stewarding being undertaken by NatCen.  This 

research will provide a ‘snapshot’ of stewarding provision in the sector.  Further 

research is being commissioned to facilitate recommendations. 

5. Head of Inspectorate’s report SGSA22(04) 

5.1 Ken Scott presented the latest dashboard report, highlighting to the Board grounds 
and local authorities that are of potential concern and where the SGSA is taking 
specific actions.  

6. Licensing 2022/23 SGSA22(05) 

6.1 Paul McCormack presented the plan for the 2022/23 licensing round, the timing of 
which is linked to ministerial agreement in principle, anticipated in April 2022, on 
licensed standing areas being allowed to operate in 2022/23 provided the current 
early adopters criteria continue to be met. The Board noted the proposed approach. 

7. Business Planning 2022-23 SGSA22(06) 

7.1 Darren Whitehouse tabled the proposed key highlights of the business plan for 2022-
23 in advance of a draft plan coming to the March 2022 Board meeting. 

7.2 The plan highlights significant and demanding areas of work for the organisation 
including: 

• The evaluation of early adopters; 

• Research on stewarding; 

• Annual conference; 

• Work on pyrotechnics; 

• Our work on equality, diversity and inclusion; 
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• Advisory work, in particular on the commonwealth games in Birmingham; 

• Workforce planning in light of the spending review; 

• Continuing professional development for Inspectors. 

8. Board Terms of Reference SGSA22(07) 

8.1 Having already agreed the revised terms of reference for the Audit and Risk 
Committee at their November meeting, the Board agreed the updates to the Board 
terms of reference.   

 

Gavin Jenkins 

January 2022 


