
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the fifty-fourth meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held 
on 20 September 2021 at Church House, Westminster and via video conference 

Present 

Derek Wilson 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Jane Sawyers 

Rimla Akhtar (by Video conference) 

Philip Kolvin (by Video conference) 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Darren Whitehouse – Head of Strategy and Partnerships 

Monica Gameiro – Communications Assistant 

Charlotte Kenealy – DCMS 

Frankie Broadbent – DCMS (by Video conference) 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

1.2 There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Minutes of the fifty-third meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters arising 

and action log SGSA21(34) 

2.1 The Board agreed the minutes. 

2.2 Under matters arising there was confirmation that no further correspondence had 
been received in respect of recent Freedom of Information requests. 

3. Chief Executive’s update SGSA21(35) 

3.1 Martyn Henderson updated the Board on developments since the last Board 
meeting: 

• The return of spectators to football matches which went well albeit with anecdotal 

reports of worsening fan behaviour. 
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• Issues over the supply of stewards.  

• Changes within the DCMS ministerial team following the recent reshuffle. 

• Safe standing and changes to the oversight and licensing policy. 

• Covid status certification, which is currently being trialled at Premier League 

grounds but will shortly be mandated in Wales. 

• Reflections on the risk appetite workshop held with members of the Board and 

executive that morning. 

• The joint meeting to be held in York in November. 

4. Safe Standing in Seated Areas: Next steps SGSA21(36) 

4.1 Paul McCormack updated the Board on the results of the recent consultation and the 
timetable for announcements. 

4.2 The Board discussed the criteria for enforcement action on non-compliance and how 
the early adopters will be evaluated. 

5. Data and Evidence Strategy: Update SGSA21(37) 

5.1 Darren Whitehouse provided the Board with an update on the Data and Evidence 
Strategy including: 

• Our workshop with NatCen on the sustainability of stewarding. 

• The published research by CFE on the safe management of standing.  We will 

use the same agency to evaluate early adopters of licensed standing in seated 

areas. 

• Working with local authorities and using our powers to gather data on stewarding. 

5.2 The Board were encouraged with the work that the SGSA is doing to engage with 
academics where input from the SGSA helps to increase the profile of research. 

6. Business and Corporate Plan : Mid-Year Review SGSA21(38) 

6.1 Darren Whitehouse provided the Board with an update on progress against the 2021-
22 Business and Corporate plans. 

6.2 Notable achievements so far this year include: 

• Announcement on the Safe Standing pilot programme 

• Completion of the 2021-22 licensing round 

• Our work with other government departments and support provided to the fan 
lead review of football governance 
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• Work with Local Authority Building Control on developing a level 6 
qualification in sports grounds safety 

• The publication of SG03: Event Safety Management 

• The move of our Headquarters office to a new location in Canary Wharf 

7. 2021 Joint Meeting SGSA21(39) 

7.1 The Board agreed with the proposed agenda topics for the upcoming Joint meeting in 
November. 

8. AOB 

8.1 Derek Wilson noted that a submission has been put to DCMS seeking the 
reappointment for a second terms of Jil Matheson and Jane Sawyers. 

8.2 In addition, a request has been made for extensions of appointments for Philip 
Kolvin, Susan Johnson, and David Mackinnon. 

 

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

September 2021 


