
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the fifty-third meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held 
on 9 July 2021 via video conference 

Present 

Derek Wilson 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Rimla Akhtar 

Jane Sawyers 

Philip Kolvin 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Andrea Jones – Head of Communications and Stakeholder Engagement 

Frankie Broadbent – DCMS 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and welcomed back Martyn from 
secondment and thanked Ken for standing in during that time. 

1.2 There were no apologies for absence. 

1.3 Derek Wilson declared an interest in that he is providing some advice to Aston Villa 
on accessibility and providing advice to the Premier League.  

1.4 Philip Kolvin declared an interest in that he is representing the owners of the MEN 
arena in relation to licensing issues.   

2. Minutes of the fifty-second meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters 

arising and action log SGSA21(17) 

2.1 The Board agreed the minutes. 

2.2 Under matters arising Ken Scott provided the Board with an update on a potential 
joint venture with NCS4 in the USA, and work in Qatar for the Supreme Committee. 

[Frankie Broadbent joined the meeting] 
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3. Audit and Risk Committee update (verbal) 

3.1 Janet Johnson provided the Board with an update from the ARC held earlier that day. 

3.2 She reported to the Board on the issuing of an annual internal audit opinion of 
moderate assurance, and the confirmation from our external auditors of a clean audit 
opinion for the annual report and accounts. 

3.3 Given these assurances, Janet recommended that the Board authorise Martyn in his 
role of accounting officer to sign the governance statement, the letter of 
representation and the annual report and accounts. 

4. Chief Executive’s update SGSA21(28) 

4.1 Martyn Henderson updated the Board on developments since the last meeting: 

• Himself and Ken Scott giving evidence to the review of football governance, 

prompting a discussion from the Board on their personal views regarding alcohol 

being consumed in view of the playing area at football matches. 

• Confirmation from DCMS that the SGSA will be subject to a ‘tailored review’ most 

likely in the summer. 

• Staffing matters within the SGSA. 

• Phase 3 of the Events Research Programme, which the SGSA is assisting. 

 

• Research on the needs of neurodiverse spectators and stewarding. 

5. Implementing ‘Safe Standing’ SGSA21(29) 

5.1 Following on from research originally done immediately prior to the pandemic, a 
proposal on safe standing will be going out for consultation in August with a view to 
implementing a pilot in November.  This is subject to Ministerial agreement. 

5.2 The writers of the original research, CFE Research, will be invited to evaluate the 
pilot. 

6. Review of correspondence (Verbal) 

6.1 Following correspondence received, Janet Johnson reviewed how the 
correspondence was dealt with and the SGSA’s responses. 

6.2 Janet concluded that there was nothing in the process that could be challenged. 

6.3 It was agreed that the Chair should respond setting out how the Board have 
independently reviewed the process. 
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7. Licensing 2021/22: Matters Arising SGSA21(30) 

7.1 Following assurances received from certain grounds the Board were content to issue 
all licences for the 2021/22 season.  However, the licence letter will reinforce the 
point that making grounds safe is a process of continuous improvement. 

8.  Enforcement Approach 2021/22 SGSA21(31) 

8.1 Paul McCormack highlighted the minor amendments proposed to the enforcement 
approach for the upcoming season.   

8.2 The Board approved the changes. 

9. AOB 

9.1 The Board were provided with an update on the upcoming Spending Review. 

9.2 It was noted that Supplementary Guidance 03: Event Safety Management will be 
launched at an event on the evening of 20th September following a longer than usual 
Board meeting the same day.  

 

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

July 2021 


