
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the fiftieth meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held on 
25 January 2021 via video conference 

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Rimla Akhtar 

Jane Sawyers 

Philip Kolvin 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Darren Whitehouse – Head of Strategy and Partnerships 

Fiona Wood – Policy Advisor 

Frankie Broadbent – DCMS 

Alain Clapham – Observer 

Martin Girvan – Inspector [SGSA21(05)] 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 Alan Coppin welcomed Alain Clapham to the meeting.  Alan is mentoring Alain as 
part of a Cabinet Office led diversity mentoring scheme. 

1.2 There were no apologies for absence. 

1.3 Philip Kolvin declared that his is acting for a client who is holding an event at 
Stevenage FC’s ground. 

1.4 Alan Coppin is to recuse himself from the discussion on stewarding and education in 
the sector due to a potential conflict of interest. 

2. Minutes of the forty-ninth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters 

arising and action log SGSA21(01) 

2.1 The minutes of the November 2020 meeting were approved.  All actions had been 
completed. 
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3. Chief Executive’s Report SGSA20(02) 

3.1 Martyn Henderson presented his CEO report. 

3.2 He updated the Board on various matters including: 

• Positive staff morale during this difficult time. 

• The effect of COVID restrictions on our work, most notably our in-person visits 
and the EFL training grounds audits. 

• Staff changes at DCMS. 

• Upcoming discussions the Secretary of State and the Minister.  

• Potential commercial opportunities for the organisation.  

4. Licensing: Interim Assessment SGSA21(03) 

4.1 Paul McCormack presented his paper on the interim licensing assessments which 
had been completed. 

5. Legislative Reform: Next Steps SGSA21(04) 

5.1 Martyn Henderson presented a paper on the next steps towards legislative reform 
which recommends seeking a tailored review of the organisation as a way of 
prompting reform. 

6. Stewarding and Education SGSA21(05)  

6.1 Alan Coppin recused himself from this discussion. 

6.2 Darren Whitehouse introduced the paper, welcoming Martin Girvan to the meeting. 

6.3 The paper sought the Board’s view on whether the SGSA should influence, co-
ordinate or work more proactively with the complex pattern of responsibilities in 
respect of stewarding, which are likely to become more demanding following the 
Manchester Arena inquiry. 

7. AOB 

7.1 There was no other business. 

7.2 The Board excluding the Chair met in camera to discuss Chair recruitment.  

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

January 2021 


