
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the 38th meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held on 26 
February 2019 in Fleetbank House  

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Rimla Akhtar 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

Philip Kolvin 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Jane Sawyers 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Francesca Broadbent – DCMS observer 

Carole Dodds – TLT 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Andrea Jones – Head of Communications and Stakeholder Engagement 

Mark Holland – Inspector [SGSA19(08)] 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed all attendees, including Carole Dodds from TLT LLP who 
provide legal advice to the SGSA.  There were no apologies for absence or new 
declarations of interest.  

2. Minutes of the 37th meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters arising and 

action log 

1.2 The board agreed the minutes of the thirty-seventh meeting.  There were no 
outstanding actions.   

3. Audit and Risk update (Verbal) 

3.1 Janet Johnson reported back on the Audit and Risk Committee (‘the committee’) 
meeting held earlier in the day. 

3.2 Representatives from Internal Audit had provided an update on recent reports on 
Standard Operating Procedures and Key Financial Controls.  There was then a 
discussion on the proposed 2019-20 Internal Audit plan. 
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3.3 Under Any Other Business, there had been a discussion around changes in crowd 
behaviour.  It was agreed that this should be discussed at a future Board meeting. 

4. Finance update and draft business plan 2019-20 SGSA19(01) 

4.1 Gavin Jenkins presented the finance update. 

4.2 Regarding the 2019-20 budget, the committee noted that certain lines are still subject 
to confirmation, for example the Internal Audit costs for the year.  The final version of 
the budget will be presented to the Board for approval at their April 2019 meeting. 

4.3 Martyn Henderson presented the draft business plan to the Board for their 
comments. 

5. Chief Executive’s Report SGSA19(02) 

5.1 Martyn Henderson updated the Board on developments since the last meeting 
including staff changes in the organisation, our continuing work for FIFA in Africa, 
and a further request for dispensation from the all-seater policy from Brentford FC. 

5.2 On the project in Africa, the Board requested a presentation at a future meeting, 
possibly including an evaluation and lessons learned exercise. 

5.3 Subsequent to the Chief Executive’s Report, Ken Scott provided the Board with an 
update on the planned opening of the redeveloped White Hart Lane stadium.  

6. Standing at Football SGSA19(03) 

6.1 Martyn Henderson introduced the item, reporting on the results of the work carried 
out for DCMS by CFE Research in respect of standing at football. 

6.2 The Board approved the proposed enforcement approach for the 2019/20 season, 
which requires ground management to take reasonable steps to ensure that 
spectators sit down and, where they continue to stand, the management take 
reasonable steps to ensure their safety.  The next Board will consider a draft 
memorandum setting out this approach. 

7. Licensing process SGSA19(04) 

7.1 Gavin Jenkins presented the licensing process approach for the 2019/20 season.  
The approach is relatively unchanged from previous rounds.  Applications from 
grounds will be randomly allocated to Board members for their consideration.  Board 
members requested that Inspectors provide more information on their opinion than 
they have previously done. 

7.2 It was agreed that the Board would revisit the information that is requested from 
grounds in advance of the 2020/21 licensing round. 
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8. Injury statistics SGSA19(05) 

8.1 Paul McCormack presented his paper on injury statistics for the 2017-18 season prior 
to them being published on the SGSA website.  The process to arrive at this 
information had been time consuming, and the Board supported the desire to 
develop an online approach to collecting data in the future. 

9. Driving Global Safety Standards at scale and pace SGSA19(06) 

9.1 Given time constraints the Board agreed to defer discussion of this paper to the April 
meeting. 

10. Communications Strategy SGSA19(07) 

10.1 Andrea Jones presented her draft Communications Strategy to the Board for 
consideration. 

11. Drone Update SGSA19(08) 

11.1 Mark Holland provided the Board with an update on drones.   

12. AOB 

12.1 The Chair stated his desire to undertake a strategic review of the organisation.  It 
was agreed that the Chair and CEO would come to a future Board meeting with a 
proposal on timing of this review. 

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

February 2019 

 


