
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the forty-second meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, 
held on 22 October 2019 at Sheffield Wednesday FC 

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

Philip Kolvin 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Jane Sawyers 

Apologies 

Rimla Akhtar 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Andrea Jones – Head of Communications and Stakeholder Engagement 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Darren Whitehouse – Head of Strategy and Partnerships 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed all attendees to the meeting which formed the first part of the 
two-day joint meeting at Sheffield Wednesday FC.  There were apologies for 
absence from Rimla Akhtar. 

1.2 Philip Kolvin declared his interest in SGSA19(33) as he provides legal advice to the 
Security Industry Authority. 

2. Minutes of the forty-first meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters arising 

and action log SGSA19(30) 

2.1 The Board agreed the minutes of the forty-first meeting.   

  



   
 
 
 

2 

3. Chief Executive’s report SGSA19(31) 

3.1 Martyn Henderson presented his CEO report. 

3.2 He updated the Board on various matters including: 

• Meetings with DCMS officials; 

• Possible changes to the licence fee funding mechanism; 

• Staff changes within the organisation; 

• Reporting arrangements for when the CFE research is completed clarifying 
that the report and SGSA advice will be presented simultaneously but 
separately; and  

• Legislative advice received in respect of women’s football. 

4. Strategy SGSA19(32) 

4.1 Martyn Henderson presented the latest draft of the updated SGSA strategy.   

4.2 Although there is no new funding for 2020-21 the strategy does provide a direction of 
travel.  

5. Sharing Services SGSA19(33) 

5.1 Martyn Henderson presented the paper on opportunities for sharing back-office 
services, most notably with the Security Industry Authority but also UK Anti-Doping. 

5.2 The Board discussed the various advantages and disadvantages of such an 
arrangement. 

5.3 The Board supported further exploratory work on how the arrangement would work in 
practice and agreed the proposal for a pilot.   

6. Strategic Risk Register SGSA19(34) 

6.1 Gavin Jenkins presented the latest iteration of the strategic risk register.  The recent 
Internal Audit report on Governance and Risk Management identified some 
recommended changes to the format of the register including a rename to the 
‘Corporate Risk Register’. 

6.2 The Board agreed that the use of someone external to the organisation to facilitate a 
discussion on risk appetite would be a useful exercise.   

7. Spectator Injury Data SGSA19(35) 

7.1 Paul McCormack presented his paper on spectator injury data for discussion.  
Subject to Board approval the data will be published on the SGSA website in a new 
research section. 
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7.2 The Board agreed that the quality of data received from grounds must be improved, 
possibly by inserting a condition in the licence as other regulators do.  This could 
apply to other types of data as well as injury data. 

7.3 Given the strategy work it was agreed that now would be a good time to review what 
data we collect and what we do with it. 

7.4 Subject to minor changes to data presentation, the Board approved the publication of 
the data. 

8. Conference Evaluation SGSA19(36) 

8.1 Andrea Jones presented the evaluation of the SGSA conference held at Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium.  Overall feedback had been positive. 

9. AOB 

9.1 There was no other business. 

9.2 The next meeting will be held on 27th November 2019.   

 

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

October 2019 

 

 


