
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the thirty-ninth meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, 
held on 2 April 2019 in Fleetbank House  

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Rimla Akhtar 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Apologies 

Jane Sawyers 

Philip Kolvin 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Francesca Broadbent – DCMS observer 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy, SGSA19(09) 

Darren Whitehouse – Director of Sport and International Projects SGSA19(10) 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed all attendees.  There were apologies for absence from Jane 
Sawyers and Philip Kolvin. 

1.2 Jil Matheson declared that she is a trustee of the National Centre for Social 
Research, an organisation which since the last meeting has contracted to do work for 
the SGSA.  

2. Minutes of the thirty-eighth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters 

arising and action log 

2.1 The Board agreed the minutes of the thirty-eighth meeting.   

2.2 The Board noted the recent revisions to legislation concerning the use of drones. 

3. New Board member impressions – Jil Matheson (Verbal) 

3.1 Jil Matheson reflected on her time as a Board member at the SGSA. 

  



   
 
 
 

2 

4. Chief Executive’s Report SGSA19(07) 

4.1 Martyn Henderson updated the Board on developments since the last board meeting 
including the positive results of the stakeholder survey, the upcoming spending 
review, the planned strategic review and the work being undertaken by NatCen and 
Imperial College on evidence and data. 

5. Business Plan and Budget SGSA19(08) 

5.1 Martyn Henderson presented the business plan and budget to the Board for their 
approval.  The plan had been shared widely with stakeholders, who had appreciated 
being given the opportunity to comment. 

5.2 Subject to the minor changes suggested the Board approved the business plan and 
budget. 

6. Persistent Standing at Football SGSA19(09) 

6.1 Paul McCormack presented his paper to the Board for their approval, including the 
proposed all-seater policy enforcement approach document for 2019-20. Paul 
explained the document was scheduled for publication alongside licences in July 
2019, with associated internal guidance for Inspectors to aid consistent application of 
the proposed approach across the country. Martyn added that key football 
stakeholders, including supporters’ groups, had been informed of the proposed 
approach in general terms.  

6.2 Pending confirmation from the Board member with a legal background, and 
outstanding technical legal comments from the DCMS Legal team, the rest of the 
Board approved the all-seater policy enforcement approach for the 2019-20 season.  

7. Business Development SGSA19(10) 

7.1 Darren Whitehouse presented his update on business development to the Board for 
discussion. 

7.2 Darren updated the Board on our stadium safety work for FIFA in Africa and other 
possible opportunities to provide training. 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

April 2019 

 


