
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the 40th meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held on 19 
June 2019 in Fleetbank House  

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Rimla Akhtar 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Jane Sawyers 

Apologies 

Philip Kolvin 

In attendance 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Frankie Broadbent – DCMS observer 

Nico Heslop – DCMS observer 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Andrea Jones – Head of Communications and Stakeholder Engagement SGSA19(17) 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy, SGSA19(18) 

Aidan Collins – SGSA Intern 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 The Chair welcomed all attendees.  There were apologies for absence from Philip 
Kolvin. 

1.2 Jane Sawyers declared that she is a season ticket holder at Port Vale and knows the 
new owners of the club.  

2. Minutes of the thirty-ninth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters 

arising and action log 

2.1 The Board agreed the minutes of the thirty-ninth meeting.   

2.2 All actions have been completed. 

3. New Board member impressions – Jane Sawyers (Verbal) 

3.1 Jane Sawyers reflected on her time as a Board member at the SGSA. 

4. Audit and Risk Committee (ARC) (verbal update) 
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4.1 Janet Johnson provided an update on the earlier ARC meeting. 

4.2 Internal Audit reports on Standard Operating Procedures, Managing resources 
against delivery, IT Business Continuity and Resilience were discussed. 

4.3 The NAO reported that the draft Annual Report and Accounts were of a much higher 
standard than ever before and would be recommending that the Comptroller and 
Auditor General issue an unqualified audit opinion. 

4.4 The Committee reviewed the updated Strategic Risk Register. 

5. Chief Executive’s report SGSA19(16) 

5.1 Martyn Henderson presented his CEO report, the first one since the extension to his 
secondment as the replacement for Karen Eyre-White had been announced. 

5.2 He updated the Board on various matters including: 

• Changes to staffing; 

• The Spending Review - he committed to report back on Spending Review 
assumptions at the August meeting; 

• Persistent standing – engagement with the approach has been widespread 
although some further work is required with the EFL; 

• A positive meeting with Minister for Sport, Mims Davies MP, covering persistent 
standing, football policing, discrimination and the Parliamentary Question 
raised by John Mann MP; and  

• Potential areas of new work including the women’s game. 

6. FIFA Stadium Safety project (Verbal) 

6.1 Ken Scott gave the Board an update on the safety training work that we undertook in 
twelve countries in Africa in partnership with FIFA. 

6.2 The Board were particularly interested in how likely it is that this work will expand to 
other countries, how the organisation assures itself on the safety of its inspectors 
whilst they are out in Africa, and the importance of using this work as an example of 
our contribution to ‘UK plc’ 

7. Annual Report and Accounts SGSA(19)17 

7.1 Following the Audit and Risk Committee recommendation, the Board authorised 
Martyn Henderson in his role as Accounting Officer to sign the Annual Report and 
Accounts subject to its review by Mims Davies. 

8. Licensing SGSA(19)18 

8.1 Martyn Henderson presented the paper on the 2019/20 season licensing round 
highlighting that the process is an evolving one and subject to a review in advance of 
2020/21 as part of a continuous improvement process. 
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8.2 The Board noted there are a number of licence applications that have outstanding 
points.   

8.3 For all other applications that have been received the Board were content to provide  

9. CEO’s Expenses SGSA19(19) 

9.1 The Board approved the CEO and Interim CEO travel and subsistence expenses for 
the financial year 2018-19. 

10. AOB 

10.1 Rimla Akhtar noted her appointment to the UEFA match delegate list. 

 

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

June 2019 

 

 


