
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the forty-seventh meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, 
held on 17 July 2020 via video conference 

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

Philip Kolvin 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Rimla Akhtar 

Jane Sawyers 

In attendance 

Ben Dean – DCMS 

Frankie Broadbent – DCMS 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Darren Whitehouse – Head of Strategy and Partnerships 

Fiona Wood – Policy Advisor 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 This was the third Board meeting held virtually.  There were no apologies for 
absence. 

1.2 There were no new declarations of interest 

2. Minutes of the forty-sixth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters 

arising and action log SGSA20(20) 

2.1 The minutes of the May 2020 meeting were approved. 

3. Audit and Risk Committee update 

3.1 Janet Johnson provided an update to the Board on the Audit and Risk Committee 
meeting held in June. 

3.2 She highlighted the annual report from Internal Audit which had given the 
organisation a moderate opinion, the same as in 2018-19, and the results of the 
2019-20 external audit for which the C&AG had provided an unqualified audit 
opinion. 
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3.3 The draft fraud strategy and conflicts of interest policy had been discussed at the 
meeting.  The former was approved by the meeting, and some clarification of 
responsibilities in the latter were requested prior to this being approved at the next 
Audit and Risk Committee meeting. 

4. Chief Executive’s Report SGSA20(21) 

4.1 Martyn Henderson presented his CEO report, thanking DCMS colleagues for their 
support with recently produced guidance. 

4.2 He updated the Board on various matters including: 

• The planned test events involving cricket, snooker and horseracing; 

• The publication of SG02: Planning for social distancing at sports grounds, 
which had been well received by most stakeholders; 

• The work being undertaken by Movement Strategies which will be a test of 
the effectiveness of SG02. 

4.3 Other items that Martyn highlighted were: 

• The successful completion of the 2019-20 audit and publication of the Annual 
Report and Accounts; 

• Changes in SCS responsibilities at DCMS; 

• The upcoming Spending Review; 

• An update on matches held behind closed doors; 

• The CFE report on safe standing which is due to be published in early 
September.  The Board requested a single item agenda meeting prior to the 
publication of the CFE report; 

• An update on future HQ accommodation requirements; 

• the finance update. 

5. Licensing 2020-21 SGSA20(22) 

5.1 Paul McCormack presented an update on the 2020-21 licensing round.  

5.2 Licences had been issued to 89 grounds.  The Board approved the approach to 
issuing licences for the remaining grounds. 

6. Enforcement Approach 2020/21 SGSA20(23) 

6.1 Paul McCormack presented his paper on the enforcement approach for next season. 

6.2 Where changes are required to our approach these will be in consultation with the 
Inspectorate and Safety Committee.  Paul highlighted the importance of peer review 
to ensure the consistency of application of the approach by Inspectors. 
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6.3 The Board approved the enforcement approach for 2020/21. 

[Ben Dean left the meeting.] 

7. Long term impacts of COVID-19 SGSA20(24) 

7.1 The intention of the paper was to prompt a Board discussion on the long-term 
considerations for the organisation in respect of COVID-19. 

8. Spectator Injury Data SGSA20(25) 

8.1 Fiona Wood presented the paper on Spectator Injury Data.  Jill Matheson reminded 
the Board that she is a trustee of the National Centre for Social Research (NatCen), 
who had undertaken the analysis. 

8.2 Key points noted on the data were: 

• No second tranche data for 2019/20 will be included due to the lockdown 
starting shortly after the data period started 

• The number of deliberate injuries (i.e. assaults) is reassuringly low 

• Attendances are actual rather than published attendances 

8.3 The Board agreed to the publication of the injury statistics in late August. 

9. Assessment processes review SGSA20(26) 

9.1 Paul McCormack briefed the Board on the organisation’s review of its assessment 
processes and highlighted the work that is being undertaken to make the evidence 
collection more digital and therefore more efficient. 

9.2 The Board commended Paul on how rigorous the assessment process has become. 

10. AOB 

10.1 The Chair congratulated Rimla Akhtar and Janet Johnson on their reappointments to 
the Board.  The reappointments provide stability at a time of great turbulence. 

10.2 The Board excluding the Chair met in camera to discuss succession planning.  

 

 

Gavin Jenkins 

July 2020 


