
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leading safety, supporting live sport 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the forty-sixth meeting of the Sports Grounds Safety Authority Board, held 
on 12 May 2020 via video conference 

Present 

Alan Coppin – Chair 

Janet Johnson 

Susan Johnson 

Philip Kolvin 

David Mackinnon 

Jil Matheson 

Rimla Akhtar 

Jane Sawyers 

In attendance 

Kevin Miles – Football Supporters’ Association 

Frankie Broadbent – DCMS 

Saskia Mukerji – DCMS 

Martyn Henderson – Chief Executive 

Ken Scott – Head of Inspectorate 

Gavin Jenkins – Head of Corporate Services 

Paul McCormack – Head of Policy 

Andrea Jones – Head of Communications 

Tim Burgin – SGSA Inspector 

 

1. Welcome, apologies and declarations of interest 

1.1 This was the second Board meeting held virtually.  There were no apologies for 
absence. 

1.2 Kevin Miles from the Football Supporters’ Association (FSA) was welcomed to the 
meeting for a discussion on fan engagement. 

1.3 In addition, the newly recruited SGSA Inspector Tim Burgin and Saskia Mukerji from 
DCMS were welcomed to their first Board meeting as observers. 

1.4 There were no new declarations of interest. 

2. Fan Engagement SGSA20(15) 

2.1 As part of the work that the SGSA is undertaking on fan engagement, an issue which 
is of high priority for the organisation, Kevin Miles from the FSA gave a presentation. 

2.2 The presentation included a background of the FSA, the impact of COVID-19 on the 
FSA and its stakeholders, and what the SGSA can do to help improve fan 
engagement in the future. 
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3. Minutes of the forty-fifth meeting of the SGSA Board, including matters arising 

and action log SGSA20 

3.1 The board agreed the minutes of the forty-fifth meeting. 

4. Chief Executive’s Report SGSA20(16) 

4.1 Martyn Henderson presented his CEO report. 

4.2 He updated the Board on various matters including: 

• The impact of COVID-19 on the operation of the organisation, the new 
strategy and our workplan; and 

• Opportunities that the pandemic will potentially create for the organisation  

4.3 A discussion ensued on sport without spectators, a scenario which the SGSA has 
been involved in the planning of.  There will also be a role for the SGSA when 
grounds do reopen, most likely in preparing guidance and supporting local 
authorities.   

5. Licensing 2020/21 SGSA20(17) 

5.1 Paul McCormack presented a paper on the 2020/21 licensing round.  Although we 
are still planning to issue licences to grounds to admit spectators after 1 August, 
there will be earlier communications making clear that government advice on 
spectator sports overrides our licence. 

5.2 Should a large part of the 2020/21 season be played without spectators, there may 
need to be a change to our approach to licensing the 2021/22 season. 

6. Annual Report and Accounts 2019-20 SGSA20(18) 

6.1 Andrea Jones presented the draft version of the Annual Report and Accounts to the 
Board. 

6.2 Gavin Jenkins presented the draft set of accounts to the Board.  The accounts are 
still subject to audit by the National Audit Office (NAO). 

6.3 Key points of interest include an overall underspend against budget of 3%; increased 
income as a result of significant commercial activity; higher staff costs due to a 
significant increase in the level of employer pension contributions; and increased 
spending to support our data and evidence strategy. 

6.4 Capital expenditure was significantly lower than planned due COVID-19 interrupting 
the supply chain for laptops in quarter four of 2019-20. 

7. AOB 

7.1 There were no other items of business.  The next meeting will be held on 17 July 
2020.   

Gavin Jenkins 

May 2020 


